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WHO WE ARE

Promoting research on parliamentarism, bringing
together theoretical reflections on democratic repre-
sentation, studying parliaments with all adequate met-
hods, having impacts on the political practice - these
were the driving forces behind the efforts to establish
the Institute for Parliamentary Research, IParl.

The founder of Stiftung Wissenschaft und Demokra-
tie (SW&D), the "Foundation Science and Democracy”
- Prof. Dr. Eberhard Schutt-Wetschky - and Prof. Dr.
Suzanne S. Schutterneyer had followed such goals in
their academic lives, and this unison in interest ma-
terialised when the foundation wanted to engage in
the study of parliamentarism. Thus, in 2016 Suzanne
Schuttemeyer became founding director of the IParl
as an institution of the SW&D and developed it as an
independent research centre in Berlin.

lts main focuses of interest are parliament and par-
ties in Germany and in other countries, subnational
parliaments and second chambers. The methods
used are comparative, quantitative and qualitative.
Advancing theories of representation, democracy
and parliamentarism is as much the aim as creating
knowledge in close contact with, and useable for, poli-
tical actors and institutions.

CURRENT RESEARCH

- Candidate Selection for the German Bundestag -
Who selects whom, why and how?

- Standing Orders of Parties in Parliament (SOPIP) -
How (informal rules structure and govern
Parliamentary Party Groups?

- Second Chambers -
What are Second Chambers for and why do they
(still) exist?

- Parliaments in the Pandemic (PiP) -
How have parliaments been affected by the Covid
crisis and have power shifts occurred?

- Candidates in Multi-Level Elections (CandiData) -
Who competes for which election in the German
multi-level system?

- Longitudinal Surveys of MPs in International
Comparison (COMPARE) -
How does behaviour of MPs change? How do
parliamentary structures and procedures develop?

OUR FOUR AREAS
OF EXPERTISE

. research on parliamentarism understood as
democratic representation, its relevant forms
and functions, its institutions and actors, and its
rules and processes

2. forum for all actors in parliamentary democracy
3. projects on best parliamentary practices

4. advice to parliaments and parties

For more information about the IParl,
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